
My father, Craig Chismar, is a retired police officer with 32 years of experience in Law 

Enforcement. Among a few highlights in my fathers' career, he mentioned the time that he 

hoisted the Stanley cup in 1998 with the Detroit Red Wings and most importantly the time that 

he saved a man's life with the very first use of an Automated External Defibrillator (AED) in the 

state of Michigan by a police officer.  

	

On patrol in the city of Novi on June 16, 2002, my father had just been issued a brand-new AED 

for his patrol car two weeks prior. Sitting at an intersection of a red light, my father witnessed a 

speeding pickup truck leave the roadway, drive through a red light, and barrel into a pole before 

finally crashing into a brick wall in the parking lot of a dentist's office. My father said he sprang 

into action and made a quick radio call for backup as he saw the truck was now on fire. He and 

Steve Balog, another officer who responded, removed the lone occupant driver and found that 

he had no pulse, no breathing, and was dark purple. The driver, Charles Matter, was dead.	

My father retrieved the newly equipped AED from his vehicle and quickly proceeded to provide 

shock treatments and assisted breathing to Mr. Matter. The AED gave verbal instructions and 

commands that made the stressful situation more manageable. After three rounds of shock 

treatment and numerous CPR cycles of chest compressions and assisted breathing, Mr. Matter 

showed signs of a heartbeat and breathing. At this point, he was safely transported to the 

hospital by ambulance. He underwent several heart surgeries and came out better than before. 	

Having a second chance at life, my father said that Mr. Matter and his family were extremely 

grateful. He would often come to the police station to visit with my father and officer Balog and 

describe to them how he had been living out his days, each time expressing how thankful he is 

to have them. Mr. Matter passed away in 2018 just sixteen years after his life had been saved 

and in a small letter his family wrote, they said that he lived every one of those days to the 

fullest.	


